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         Civilians across Libya, especially internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 
returnees, continue to face critical protection challenges. Access to medical 
healthcare, medicines, and essential goods and services, including shelter, water and 
sanitation, are the most critical needs. Many medical facilities have been destroyed 
and essential medicines are often unavailable. At the same time, hundreds of 
thousands of people living in major cities are at high risk of serious injury due to 
explosive remnants of war and unexploded ordnance. The most vulnerable people 
have few or no coping mechanisms to protect and support themselves. Access to 
essential household goods such as food has been reduced due to insecurity, inflation 
and limited cash availability.  

While many have spontaneously returned to their homes, other IDP communities 
are unable or unwilling to return due to the destruction of their homes, insecurity 
and the lack of proper resources. For example, more than 40,000 IDPs from the 
Tawergha community, displaced since August 2011, remain scattered across Libya, in 
settlements and urban locations.  

UNHCR Response  
UNHCR’s IDP response strategy has as its main objective, the strengthening of 
advocacy and promoting access to rights and basic services and solutions to 
IDPs throughout Libya.  

As the lead agency for the protection of IDPs, UNHCR is increasing its capacity and 
expanding its partnerships (national and international) in Libya in order to conduct 
protection monitoring, identify needs and guide effective responses. UNHCR is 
enhancing its capacity to respond to situations of sexual and gender-based violence. 
UNHCR initiatives aim at increasing social cohesion and mitigating conflict between 
IDPs and host communities through the implementation of community assistance 
projects. As such, in 2018, UNHCR is supporting IDPs, returnees, and host 
communities by implementing more than 270 quick impact projects (QIPs) throughout 
Libya with the active participation of benefiting host communities, IDPs, and in 
consultation with national and local authorities. 

UNHCR continues to provide humanitarian assistance to IDPs and returnees, 
including basic assistance as core-relief items (CRIs) and cash-based interventions 
(CBIs). UNHCR is the lead agency for three working groups/sectors, including 
Shelter/NFIs, Protection and the Cash & Markets working group. In 2018, UNHCR 
distributed CRIs to 8,399 IDPs and returnees, as well as CBIs to over 12,320 
households. All UNHCR activities are implemented with a systematic approach in 
protection mainstreaming including Age, Gender and Diversity Mainstreaming 
(AGDM).  

 

Key figures: 
 

165,478 Libyans 

currently internally 

displaced (IDPs)1 

 

341,534 returned 

IDPs (returns 

registered in 2018)1 

 

8,399 IDPs and 

returnees received 

non-food items 

(61,323 in 2017) by 

UNHCR2 

 

12,320 IDPs and 

returnees received 

cash-based 

assistance (14,558 in 

2017) by UNHCR2 

  
 

 

1 Data IOM-DTM Feb. 2018 
 

2 Data as of 11 April 2018 


